MOHAMMED   AND   CHARLEMAGNE
an'd it would be absurd to regard Genseric merely as a functionary.
His position may be contrasted with that of Theodoric. Instead
of considering and flattering the Roman population as Theodoric
had done, he treated it with severity and persecuted its religion.
There was no question of the tercia here. The Vandals were estab-
lished en masse in Zeugitania (Northern Tunisia), dispossessing or
expropriating the Roman landowners. They lived on the revenue
of their "colonies," and were exempted from taxation. Their
organization in "thousands"1 which Procopius calls chiliarchs, was
entirely military*
But all Germanic law, or rather, all Germanic institutions had
disappeared when, in 442, Genseric, having crushed an insurrection
of the nobles, who were endeavouring for their own advantage to
preserve the relics of the tribal organization, established an absolute
monarchy.2 His was a Roman government. He struck coins which
bore the effigy of Honorius. The inscriptions were Roman. Gen-
seric's establishment in Carthage was like Thcodoric's in Ravenna:
there was a palatium. It did not meddle with the economic life of
the country, or deal with the realities of daily existence. It seems
that the Vandal kings even continued to send presentations of oil to
Rome and Constantinople,3 When Genseric established the order
of succession to die throne he did so in a codicil drawn up in
accordance with the prescriptions of Roman legislation,4
The Romanized Berbers continued, under the Vandals, to live
as they had lived in the preceding epoch.6 The chancellery was
Roman;6 there was a referendarius at its head—Petrus, some of
whose verses have been preserved. Under Genseric the terwi of
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